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APPENDIX

This Appendix is intended to serve as a general orientation tool for identifying the end-
ings associated with the six cases. The paradigms, along with the notes and exceptions,
should enable you to identify virtually all the case endings you are likely to encounter.
These paradigms will not, however, provide you with a comprehensive guide to other fea-
tures of Russian inflection, such as placement of stress and mobile vowels (some other
books that will give you this information are listed among our suggestions for Further Read-
ing; Levin 1978 is particularly recommended).

Russian Spelling Rules
In order to properly interpret the paradigms, you need to keep in mind the spelling rules

that apply to combining consonant and vowel letters and the spelling of [j] (which sounds
like the y in yes ). Note that these are rules for spelling case endings; they are not a complete
guide to Russian spelling. Most Russian consonants can be hard or soft (and are therefore
called ±paired≤), but instead of having separate consonant letters to show this, Russian uses
vowel letters and the soft sign, ÿ. Here is how it is done:

in order to spell a hard paired consonant:
a consonant letter: is combined with a hard vowel letter:
∫, ◊, ⁄, Ã, Õ, Œ, ¥, ∂, ∑, ∏, ∆ ¡, ‹, Ÿ, œ, π

in order to spell a soft paired consonant:
a consonant letter: is combined with a soft vowel letter:
∫, ◊, ⁄, Ã, Õ, Œ, ¥, ∂, ∑, ∏, ∆ µ, ≈, …, £, ¿ or ÿ

As a rule, if the last consonant in a word is hard, it will generally stay that way throughout
its paradigm, and if it is soft it will stay soft. The only major exception will be in the LOC
singular, which is -≈ and softens the final consonant for all hard type nouns (although a few
hard masculine nouns can have a LOC singular of -π, which of course does not soften).
Note also that £ is just ≈ when it is not stressed, and both these letters stand in for œ in
position after a soft paired consonant.

Spelling rules are different for the consonants that are not paired. These consonants
come in four types, and here are the rules that apply:

the velars «, À, »:
a velar consonant letter: is combined with only the following vowel letters:
«, À, » ¡, ≈, …, œ, π

the hushers ÷, fi, ¤, ›:
a husher consonant letter: is combined with only the following vowel letters:
÷, fi, ¤, › a, ≈, …, y,

É (if stressed)/≈ (if unstressed)

Spelling rules for
case endings.

The use of hard
and soft vowel
letters to spell
hard and soft
paired conso-
nants.

The use of hard
and soft vowel
letters with
unpaired
consonants.
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√:
the consonant letter: is combined with only the following vowel letters:
√ a, ≈, Ÿ, y,

É (if stressed)/≈ (if unstressed)

[j] (which sounds like y in yes) can be spelled in three ways:

1) when there is no vowel following it or at the end of a word it has its own letter: ™

2) after a consonant, the soft sign: is combined with a soft vowel letter:
ÿ µ, ≈, …, £, ¿

3) after a vowel you simply add a soft vowel letter:
µ, ≈, …, £, ¿

If an ending has an œ after a hard paired consonant, this vowel will appear after a husher or
√ as É if it is stressed, or as ≈ if it is not stressed. Compare these examples of INST singular
forms for ƒ◊œ∂ °courtyard¢, Œœ÷ °knife¢, and ÕÅ∑µ√ °month¢.

œ after hard paired consonant É if stressed after husher or √ ≈ if unstressed after husher or √
ƒ◊œ∂ÉÕ Œœ÷ÉÕ ÕÅ∑µ√≈Õ

Understanding the spelling of [j] should make it easier for you to spell endings on words
that have stems ending in [j]. For example, the NOM singular and GEN singular endings
are the same for °courtyard¢: NOM singular ƒ◊œ∂, GEN singular ƒ◊œ∂Ä as they are for
°genius¢: NOM singular «ÅŒ…™, GEN singular «ÅŒ…µ ([j] is the final consonant of «ÅŒ…™,
and it is still there even when the ending is added, so the ending is actually -¡). There are
also noun stems that end in [j] after a consonant. Compare for example ∏¿∂ÿÕÄ °prison¢ (a
hard type feminine) with ∑≈ÕÿÖ °family¢ (a soft type feminine with [j] as its final conso-
nant):

NOM singular NOM plural GEN plural
∏¿∂ÿÕÄ ∏â∂ÿÕŸ ∏â∂≈Õ
∑≈ÕÿÖ ∑ÅÕÿ… ∑≈ÕÅ™

Both nouns have the same stem structure, since both stems end in two consonants: the stem
of ∏¿∂ÿÕÄ ends in soft ∂ÿ + Õ, and the stem of ∑≈ÕÿÖ ends in soft Õÿ + [j]. And both nouns
have the same ending for the GEN plural: a zero ending (the removal of the vowel repre-
sented by ¡ or µ), which also motivates an inserted ≈ for both words. Û≈ÕÿÖ spells ™ in the
GEN plural because [j] is at the end of the word.

Declension  of Nouns
Nouns come in three genders: feminine, masculine, and neuter. For each gender we will

list the endings for both a stem ending in a hard paired consonant (±hard≤ type) and for a
stem ending in a soft paired consonant (±soft≤ type). Using the spelling rules above, you can
determine which ending (hard type or soft type) you will need for the unpaired consonants.
Although all of the information you really need is in the paradigms and the special notes
attached to them, there are a couple of global issues that are worth mentioning at the outset:
animacy and the formation of the GEN plural.

Spelling rules
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All animate nouns (nouns referring to living beings of the animal kingdom, including
ourselves) substitute the GEN plural form for the ACC plural. Masculine animate nouns
make this substitution in the singular as well, using the GEN singular form for the ACC
singular. This is mentioned in the paradigms (except in the case of neuter nouns, where
animacy is rare), but here are some concrete examples for good measure. Note that for
inanimates the ACC forms are the same as the NOM forms, but for animates the ACC forms
are the same as the GEN forms:

feminine masculine neuter
inanimate animate inanimate animate inanimate animate
°room¢ °actress¢ °courtyard¢ °actor¢ °cemetery¢ °monster¢

NOMsg ÀÉÕŒ¡∏¡ ¡À∏∂Ç∑¡ ƒ◊œ∂ ¡À∏£∂ ÀÃÄƒ∫…›≈ fiπƒÉ◊…›≈
NOMpl ÀÉÕŒ¡∏Ÿ ¡À∏∂Ç∑Ÿ ƒ◊œ∂á ¡À∏£∂Ÿ ÀÃÄƒ∫…›¡ fiπƒÉ◊…›¡
ACCpl ÀÉÕŒ¡∏Ÿ ¡À∏∂Ç∑ ƒ◊œ∂á ¡À∏£∂œ◊ ÀÃÄƒ∫…›¡ fiπƒÉ◊…›
GENpl ÀÉÕŒ¡∏ ¡À∏∂Ç∑ ƒ◊œ∂É◊ ¡À∏£∂œ◊ ÀÃÄƒ∫…› fiπƒÉ◊…›

For masculine nouns, note also animacy in the singular:

NOMsg ƒ◊œ∂ ¡À∏£∂
ACCsg ƒ◊œ∂ ¡À∏£∂¡
GENsg ƒ◊œ∂Ä ¡À∏£∂¡

The GEN plural has three endings: zero (the removal of a final vowel), -œ◊/-≈◊ (spelling
rules apply), and -≈™. With very few exceptions, the choice of GEN plural ending can be
decided by looking at the NOM singular form:

zero
If the NOM singular ends in a vowel, remove that vowel to get a zero ending. There are ex-
amples of this GEN plural ending for feminine and neuter nouns in the table directly above.
Be sure to use ÿ or ™ to spell a soft paired consonant or [j] left at the end: NOM singular
Œ≈ƒÅÃµ °week¢ gives GEN plural Œ≈ƒÅÃÿ; NOM singular ∆¡ÕÇÃ…µ °last name¢ gives GEN
plural ∆¡ÕÇÃ…™.

-œ◊/-≈◊
If the NOM singular ends in a hard paired consonant (∫, ◊, ⁄, Ã, Õ, Œ, ¥, ∂, ∑, ∏, ∆), a velar («,
À, »), √, or ™, spell -œ◊/-≈◊. This gives us not only the GEN plural ƒ◊œ∂É◊ above, but also the
GEN plural ŒÅÕ√≈◊ °Germans¢ from NOM singular ŒÅÕ≈√ and GEN plural ∑Ãœ£◊ °layers¢
from NOM singular ∑Ãœ™.

-≈™
If the NOM singular ends in a soft paired consonant (in other words ∫, ◊, ⁄, Ã, Õ, Œ, ¥, ∂, ∑, ∏,
∆ + ÿ) or a husher (÷, fi, ¤, ›), the ending is -≈™. For example: NOM singular ¡◊∏œÕœ∫ÇÃÿ
°automobile¢ has GEN plural ¡◊∏œÕœ∫ÇÃ≈™ and NOM singular Œœ÷ °knife¢ has GEN plural
Œœ÷Å™.

The role of
animacy in the
declension of
nouns.

Rules for the
distribution of
the three genitive
plural endings:
zero, -œ◊/-≈◊,
and -≈™.
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Feminine Declension Nouns

hard type: °room¢ soft type: °week¢ -ÿ: °talent¢
singular plural singular plural singular plural

NOM ÀÉÕŒ¡∏¡ ÀÉÕŒ¡∏Ÿ Œ≈ƒÅÃµ Œ≈ƒÅÃ… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏ÿ ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏…
INST ÀÉÕŒ¡∏œ™ ÀÉÕŒ¡∏¡Õ… Œ≈ƒÅÃ≈™ Œ≈ƒÅÃµÕ… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏ÿ¿ ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏µÕ…
ACC ÀÉÕŒ¡∏π ÀÉÕŒ¡∏Ÿ Œ≈ƒÅÃ¿ Œ≈ƒÅÃ… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏ÿ ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏…

= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate

DAT ÀÉÕŒ¡∏≈ ÀÉÕŒ¡∏¡Õ Œ≈ƒÅÃ≈ Œ≈ƒÅÃµÕ ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏µÕ
-…µ > -……

GEN ÀÉÕŒ¡∏Ÿ ÀÉÕŒ¡∏ Œ≈ƒÅÃ… Œ≈ƒÅÃÿ ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏≈™
LOC ÀÉÕŒ¡∏≈ ÀÉÕŒ¡∏¡» Œ≈ƒÅÃ≈ Œ≈ƒÅÃµ» ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏… ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏µ»

-…µ > -……
The INST singular of hard type and soft type nouns has a variant (archaic/poetic) end-

ing -œ¿/-≈¿. Soft type nouns ending in -…µ use -…… in both the DAT singular and the LOC
singular, so …∑∏É∂…µ °history¢ has the form …∑∏É∂…… for both. It is not uncommon for soft
type feminine nouns ending in -Œµ to harden their final consonant in the GEN plural form:
NOM singular ¥Å∑Œµ °song¢ has GEN plural ¥Å∑≈Œ.

Not all feminine declension nouns are feminine. There are many nouns of both the hard
and soft type that refer to male human beings, such as ƒÅƒπ¤À¡ °grandfather¢, ƒÖƒµ °uncle¢,
and nicknames like ÎÉ∑∏µ from ÎœŒ∑∏¡Œ∏ÇŒ or Á∂Ç¤¡ from Á∂…«É∂…™. Although these
nouns and names decline as animate feminine declension nouns, any adjective that agrees
with them uses masculine endings, which gives us ∑∏Ä∂Ÿ™ ƒÅƒπ¤À¡ °old grandfather¢.
There is also one masculine noun which follows the feminine type in -ÿ, ¥π∏ÿ °way¢; it
asserts its masculinity only in the INST singular, which is ¥π∏£Õ.

Exceptions:
1) ÌÄ∏ÿ °mother¢ and ƒÉfiÿ °daughter¢ follow the declension of ∑¥œ∑É∫Œœ∑∏ÿ, but add -≈∂-
before all endings: INST singular ÕÄ∏≈∂ÿ¿/ƒÉfi≈∂ÿ¿, DAT/GEN/LOC singular and NOM
plural ÕÄ∏≈∂…/ƒÉfi≈∂…, etc. For the word ‘daughter’, the INST plural has two variants:
ƒœfi≈∂ÖÕ…/ƒœfi≈∂ÿÕÇ.

2) ÏÉ¤¡ƒÿ °horse¢ has the exceptional INST plural Ãœ¤¡ƒÿÕÇ alongside the expected
Ãœ¤¡ƒÖÕ….

3) Some soft type nouns and some nouns with stem in husher + ¡ have a GEN plural in -≈™
instead of zero: ◊œ÷÷Ä °rein¢ has GEN plural ◊œ÷÷Å™, ∏£∏µ °aunt¢ has GEN plural ∏£∏≈™,
and the same goes for ƒÖƒµ °uncle¢ with GEN plural ƒÖƒ≈™.

Masculine Declension Nouns

hard type: °courtyard¢ soft type: °nail¢
singular plural singular plural

NOM ƒ◊œ∂ ƒ◊œ∂á «◊œ⁄ƒÿ «◊É⁄ƒ…
INST ƒ◊œ∂ÉÕ ƒ◊œ∂ÄÕ… «◊œ⁄ƒ£Õ «◊œ⁄ƒÖÕ…
ACC ƒ◊œ∂ ƒ◊œ∂á «◊œ⁄ƒÿ «◊É⁄ƒ…

= GEN if = GEN if = GEN if = GEN if
animate animate animate animate

DAT ƒ◊œ∂Ñ ƒ◊œ∂ÄÕ «◊œ⁄ƒâ «◊œ⁄ƒÖÕ
GEN ƒ◊œ∂Ä ƒ◊œ∂É◊ «◊œ⁄ƒÖ «◊œ⁄ƒÅ™
LOC ƒ◊œ∂Å ƒ◊œ∂Ä» «◊œ⁄ƒÅ «◊œ⁄ƒÖ»

Notes on the
feminine

declension
endings.
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Some masculine declension nouns can also have the ending -π/-¿ in the GEN singular
and/or LOC singular, for example fiÄ¿ °(some) tea¢ and ◊ ∑Œ≈«Ñ °in the snow¢. This is dis-
cussed in the chapters on the genitive and locative cases. There are also many masculine
declension nouns that use the ending -Ä/-Ö for the NOM plural: NOM singular ƒœÕ °house¢
has NOM plural ƒœÕÄ, and NOM singular πfiÇ∏≈Ãÿ has NOM plural πfi…∏≈ÃÖ. Inanimates
use this ending for the ACC plural as well, so we have ACC plural ƒœÕÄ.

Exceptions:
1) Some words have a hard type declension in the singular, but a soft type declension through-
out the plural, adding a [j] (spelled ÿ + soft vowel letter) to the stem. Compare the NOM
singular and plural forms in these examples:

NOM singular NOM plural
°man¢ Õπ÷ Õπ÷ÿÖ
°chair¢ ∑∏πÃ ∑∏ÑÃÿµ
°brother¢ ∫∂¡∏ ∫∂Ä∏ÿµ
°son¢ ∑ŸŒ ∑ŸŒœ◊ÿÖ
°friend¢ ƒ∂π« ƒ∂π⁄ÿÖ

There are a few nouns that can have both a hard and soft plural of this type, depending upon
their meaning: ⁄π∫ °tooth¢ usually has the NOM plural ⁄Ñ∫Ÿ, but if it refers to the teeth on a
cogged wheel, its NOM plural is ⁄Ñ∫ÿµ.

2) A rarer case of a hard type singular and a soft type plural is represented by fi£∂∏ °devil¢
and ∑œ∑Åƒ °neighbor¢, which have the NOM plural forms fiÅ∂∏… and ∑œ∑Åƒ… and follow the
soft type declension throughout the plural.

3) Some nouns have a singular stem in -…Œ, but form their plural by removing -…Œ. All of
these nouns refer to human beings, and most of them name members of a nationality. In the
plural they continue to follow the hard type declension, but they can have a variety of NOM
plural endings. By far the most common NOM plural ending is -≈, but note variants also:

NOM singular NOM plural
°Englishman¢ ¡Œ«Ã…fiÄŒ…Œ ¡Œ«Ã…fiÄŒ≈
°Bulgarian¢ ∫œÃ«Ä∂…Œ ∫œÃ«Ä∂Ÿ
°master¢ »œ⁄Ö…Œ »œ⁄Ö≈◊¡

All of these nouns have a zero ending in the GEN-ACC plural: ¡Œ«Ã…fiÄŒ, ∫œÃ«Ä∂, »œ⁄Ö≈◊.

4) There are a number of nouns referring to the young of animals that have a singular stem
ending in -œŒœÀ/-£ŒœÀ which follows the masculine hard type declension, but a plural stem
ending -¡∏/-µ∏ which follows the neuter hard type declension. For example, NOM singular
Àœ∏£ŒœÀ °kitten¢ has the NOM plural Àœ∏Ö∏¡, with an animate GEN-ACC plural of Àœ∏Ö∏.
Ú≈∫£ŒœÀ °child¢ has two plurals: one is the expected NOM plural ∂≈∫Ö∏¡ which however
means °fellows¢, whereas °children¢ is expressed by the NOM plural ƒÅ∏… (which follows
the soft type declension and has the unusual INST plural ƒ≈∏ÿÕÇ).

Notes on the
masculine
declension
endings.
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5) One very common noun has a completely different stem in the plural than in the singular:
fi≈Ãœ◊ÅÀ °person¢ (hard type masculine throughout the singular), with the NOM plural Ãâƒ…
‘people’ (soft stem masculine throughout the plural, but note that the GEN plural with nu-
merals is usually fi≈Ãœ◊ÅÀ instead of Ã¿ƒÅ™).

6) A few nouns have a zero ending in the GEN plural, which is therefore the same as the
NOM singular: ∑œÃƒÄ∏ °soldier¢, ∑¡¥É« °boot¢, «Ã¡⁄ °eye¢.

7) The GEN plural of «Éƒ °year¢ is usually ÃÅ∏; «œƒÉ◊ is possible only when referring to a
special set of years: ÕÉƒ¡ ƒ≈◊µŒÉ∑∏Ÿ» «œƒÉ◊ °fashion of the nineties¢.

Neuter Declension Nouns

hard type: °body¢ soft type: °schedule¢
singular plural singular plural

NOM ∏ÅÃœ ∏≈ÃÄ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…≈ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µ
INST ∏ÅÃœÕ ∏≈ÃÄÕ… ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…≈Õ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µÕ…
ACC ∏ÅÃœ ∏≈ÃÄÕ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…≈ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µ
DAT ∏ÅÃπ ∏≈ÃÄÕ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…¿ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µÕ
GEN ∏ÅÃ¡ ∏≈Ã ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µ ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…™
LOC ∏ÅÃ≈ ∏≈ÃÄ» ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…… ∂¡∑¥…∑ÄŒ…µ»

The vast majority of soft type neuter nouns end in -…≈; for those that do not, the LOC
singular ending is -≈, so NOM singular and LOC singular look alike for ÕÉ∂≈ °sea¢.

Exceptions
1) A few common neuter nouns do not follow the usual rules for the GEN plural. ÌÉ∂≈ °sea¢
and ¥ÉÃ≈ °field¢ have GEN plural forms Õœ∂Å™ and ¥œÃÅ™. ÃÄ∏ÿ≈ °dress¢ and É∫Ã¡Àœ
°cloud¢ have GEN plural forms ¥ÃÄ∏ÿ≈◊ and œ∫Ã¡ÀÉ◊.

2) There are ten neuter nouns that end in -Õµ: ∫∂ÅÕµ °burden¢, ◊∂ÅÕµ °time¢, ◊áÕµ °udder¢,
⁄ŒÄÕµ °banner¢, ÇÕµ °name’, ¥ÃÄÕµ °flame¢, ¥ÃÅÕµ °tribe¢, ∑ÅÕµ °seed¢, ∑∏∂ÅÕµ °stirrup¢,
∏ÅÕµ °crown (of head)¢. All of them decline like ◊∂ÅÕµ, with the additon of -≈Œ to the stem;
the only exceptions are the GEN plural forms for ∑ÅÕµ and ∑∏∂ÅÕµ, which are ∑≈ÕÖŒ and
∑∏∂≈ÕÖŒ.

singular plural
NOM ◊∂ÅÕµ ◊∂≈Õ≈ŒÄ
INST ◊∂ÅÕ≈Œ≈Õ ◊∂≈Õ≈ŒÄÕ…
ACC ◊∂ÅÕµ ◊∂≈Õ≈ŒÄ
DAT ◊∂ÅÕ≈Œ… ◊∂≈Õ≈ŒÄÕ
GEN ◊∂ÅÕ≈Œ… ◊∂≈Õ£Œ
LOC ◊∂ÅÕ≈Œ… ◊∂≈Õ≈ŒÄ»

3) ˛Ñƒœ °miracle¢ and ŒÅ∫œ °heaven¢ both add -≈∑ to their stems throughout the plural,
giving NOM plural fiπƒ≈∑Ä and Œ≈∫≈∑Ä. ÙÅÃœ can use the alternate plural ∏≈Ã≈∑Ä in the
special meaning °heavenly bodies¢.

Notes on the
neuter declen-
sion endings.
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4) A few nouns have a soft stem ending in [j] in the plural; the most common is ƒÅ∂≈◊œ °tree¢
(with the expected hard type neuter declension throughout the singular), which has NOM
plural ƒ≈∂Å◊ÿµ. All such nouns have the unexpected GEN plural -≈◊.

5) A few nouns, most referring to paired parts of the body, have an unexpected NOM plural
in -…:

NOM singular NOM plural
°knee¢ ÀœÃÅŒœ ÀœÃÅŒ…
°shoulder¢ ¥Ã≈fiÉ ¥ÃÅfi…
°ear¢ Ñ»œ Ñ¤…
°apple¢ Ö∫ÃœÀœ Ö∫ÃœÀ…

There are also some borrowed nouns of all genders that do not decline at all, for ex-
ample ∑œ¥∂ÄŒœ °soprano¢ (feminine in reference to a singer, but neuter in reference to a
musical part), and À≈Œ«π∂Ñ °kangaroo¢ (masculine).

Adjectives
Adjectives, like nouns, come in hard and soft types, and they match their gender, num-

ber, and case to the noun they modify.

hard type: ‘first’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM ¥Å∂◊¡µ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ™ ¥Å∂◊œ≈ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ≈
-É™ if stressed

INST ¥Å∂◊œ™ ¥Å∂◊ŸÕ ¥Å∂◊ŸÕ ¥Å∂◊ŸÕ…
ACC ¥Å∂◊π¿ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ™ ¥Å∂◊œ≈ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ≈

= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate

DAT ¥Å∂◊œ™ ¥Å∂◊œÕπ ¥Å∂◊œÕπ ¥Å∂◊ŸÕ
GEN ¥Å∂◊œ™ ¥Å∂◊œ«œ ¥Å∂◊œ«œ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ»
LOC ¥Å∂◊œ™ ¥Å∂◊œÕ ¥Å∂◊œÕ ¥Å∂◊Ÿ»

soft type: ‘last’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒµµ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈≈ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…≈
INST ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…Õ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…Õ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…Õ…
ACC ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ¿¿ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈≈ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…≈

= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate

DAT ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈Õπ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈Õπ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…Õ
GEN ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈«œ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈«œ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…»
LOC ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈™ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈Õ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ≈Õ ¥œ∑ÃÅƒŒ…»

Both hard and soft type adjectives have variant (archaic/poetic) endings -œ¿/-≈¿ for the
feminine INST singular. There are short adjectives, but these appear only in the nominative
case (NOMINATIVE: AN IDENTITY), for example µ «œ∏É◊¡, œŒ «œ∏É◊, ÕŸ ◊∑≈ «œ∏É◊Ÿ °I am
ready, he is ready, we are all ready¢. In addition, there are some soft type adjectives that
have short endings in the NOM and ACC; these are possessive adjectives like ◊ÉÃfi…™
°wolf¢s¢ and the ordinal numeral ∏∂Å∏…™ °third¢. These adjectives have the following NOM
and ACC endings (their endings for other cases contain ÿ followed by the soft type endings
listed above, giving ∏∂Å∏ÿ≈™, ∏∂Å∏ÿ≈«œ, etc.):

Indeclinable
nouns.

Notes on
adjectival
endings.
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feminine masculine neuter plural
NOM ∏∂Å∏ÿµ ∏∂Å∏…™ ∏∂Å∏ÿ≈ ∏∂Å∏ÿ…
ACC ∏∂Å∏ÿ¿ ∏∂Å∏…™ ∏∂Å∏ÿ≈ ∏∂Å∏ÿ…

∏∂Å∏ÿ≈«œ ∏∂Å∏ÿ…»
if animate if animate

Pronouns

°I¢ °we¢ °you¢ informal °you¢
NOM µ ÕŸ ∏Ÿ ◊Ÿ
INST ÕŒÉ™ ŒÄÕ… ∏œ∫É™ ◊ÄÕ…
ACC Õ≈ŒÖ Œ¡∑ ∏≈∫Ö ◊¡∑
DAT ÕŒ≈ Œ¡Õ ∏≈∫Å ◊¡Õ
GEN Õ≈ŒÖ Œ¡∑ ∏≈∫Ö ◊¡∑
LOC ÕŒ≈ Œ¡∑ ∏≈∫Å ◊¡∑

°she¢ °he¢ °it¢ °they¢
NOM œŒÄ œŒ œŒÉ œŒÇ
INST (Œ)≈™ (Œ)…Õ (Œ)…Õ (Œ)ÇÕ…
ACC (Œ)≈£ (Œ)≈«É (Œ)≈«É (Œ)…»
DAT (Œ)≈™ (Œ)≈ÕÑ (Œ)≈ÕÑ (Œ)…Õ
GEN (Œ)≈£ (Œ)≈«É (Œ)≈«É (Œ)…»
LOC Œ≈™ Œ£Õ Œ£Õ Œ…»

°who¢ °what¢ °oneself¢
NOM À∏œ fi∏œ
INST À≈Õ fi≈Õ ∑œ∫É™
ACC Àœ«É fi∏œ ∑≈∫Ö
DAT ÀœÕÑ fi≈ÕÑ ∑≈∫Å
GEN Àœ«É fi≈«É ∑≈∫Ö
LOC ÀœÕ fi£Õ ∑≈∫Å

‘this’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM Ü∏¡ Ü∏œ∏ Ü∏œ Ü∏…
INST Ü∏œ™ Ü∏…Õ Ü∏…Õ Ü∏…Õ…
ACC Ü∏π Ü∏œ∏ Ü∏œ Ü∏…

Ü∏œ«œ Ü∏…»
if animate if animate

DAT Ü∏œ™ Ü∏œÕπ Ü∏œÕπ Ü∏…Õ
GEN Ü∏œ™ Ü∏œ«œ Ü∏œ«œ Ü∏…»
LOC Ü∏œ™ Ü∏œÕ Ü∏œÕ Ü∏…»

‘all, every’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM ◊∑µ ◊≈∑ÿ ◊∑£ ◊∑≈
INST ◊∑≈™ ◊∑≈Õ ◊∑≈Õ ◊∑ÅÕ…
ACC ◊∑¿ ◊≈∑ÿ ◊∑£ ◊∑≈

◊∑≈«É ◊∑≈»
if animate if animate

DAT ◊∑≈™ ◊∑≈ÕÑ ◊∑≈ÕÑ ◊∑≈Õ
GEN ◊∑≈™ ◊∑≈«É ◊∑≈«É ◊∑≈»
LOC ◊∑≈™ ◊∑£Õ ◊∑£Õ ◊∑≈»
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Note the variant (archaic/poetic) INST forms ÕŒÉ¿, ∏œ∫É¿, (Œ)Å¿, ∑œ∫É¿, and femi-
nine Ü∏œ¿, ◊∑Å¿. Û¡Õ °by oneself¢ looks exactly like Ü∏œ∏ except that it does not add -œ∏ in
the masculine NOM singular. Ùœ∏ °that¢ looks just like Ü∏œ∏ except that (like ◊≈∑ÿ) it uses
the vowel ≈ everywhere that Ü∏œ∏ uses … (so the plural is ∏≈, ∏ÅÕ…, etc.).

Possessives

‘my’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM ÕœÖ Õœ™ Õœ£ ÕœÇ
INST ÕœÅ™ ÕœÇÕ ÕœÇÕ ÕœÇÕ…
ACC Õœâ Õœ™ Õœ£ ÕœÇ

Õœ≈«É ÕœÇ»
if animate if animate

DAT ÕœÅ™ Õœ≈ÕÑ Õœ≈ÕÑ ÕœÇÕ
GEN ÕœÅ™ Õœ≈«É Õœ≈«É ÕœÇ»
LOC ÕœÅ™ Õœ£Õ Õœ£Õ ÕœÇ»

‘our’
NOM ŒÄ¤¡ Œ¡¤ ŒÄ¤≈ ŒÄ¤…
INST ŒÄ¤≈™ ŒÄ¤…Õ ŒÄ¤…Õ ŒÄ¤…Õ…
ACC ŒÄ¤π Œ¡¤ ŒÄ¤≈ ŒÄ¤…

ŒÄ¤≈«œ ŒÄ¤…»
if animate if animate

DAT ŒÄ¤≈™ ŒÄ¤≈Õπ ŒÄ¤≈Õπ ŒÄ¤…Õ
GEN ŒÄ¤≈™ ŒÄ¤≈«œ ŒÄ¤≈«œ ŒÄ¤…»
LOC ŒÄ¤≈™ ŒÄ¤≈Õ ŒÄ¤≈Õ ŒÄ¤…»

Ù◊œ™ °your (informal)¢, and ∑◊œ™ °one¢s own¢ look just like Õœ™. ˜¡¤ °your¢ looks just
like Œ¡¤. And of course ≈£ °her¢, ≈«É °his¢, and …» °their¢ do not decline. Aside from the
NOM singular masculine form (which has the vowel ≈ instead of …), fi≈™ °whose¢ looks just
like ∏∂Å∏…™ (for example, feminine forms are fiÿµ, fiÿ≈™, fiÿ¿, etc.). As with adjectives, the
feminine INST singular of possessives has a variant ending -≈¿.

Numerals

‘one’
feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM œƒŒÄ œƒÇŒ œƒŒÉ œƒŒÇ
INST œƒŒÉ™ œƒŒÇÕ œƒŒÇÕ œƒŒÇÕ…
ACC œƒŒÑ œƒÇŒ œƒŒÉ œƒŒÇ

œƒŒœ«É œƒŒÇ»
if animate if animate

DAT œƒŒÉ™ œƒŒœÕÑ œƒŒœÕÑ œƒŒÇÕ
GEN œƒŒÉ™ œƒŒœ«É œƒŒÉ™ œƒŒÇ»
LOC œƒŒÉ™ œƒŒÉÕ œƒŒÉÕ œƒŒÇ»

Notes on
pronouns.
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°two¢ °three¢ °four¢ °five¢
NOM ƒ◊≈ (feminine) ∏∂… fi≈∏á∂≈ ¥µ∏ÿ

ƒ◊¡ (masc/neut)
INST ƒ◊πÕÖ ∏∂≈ÕÖ fi≈∏Ÿ∂ÿÕÖ ¥µ∏ÿâ
ACC ƒ◊≈ / ƒ◊¡ ∏∂… fi≈∏á∂≈ ¥µ∏ÿ

ƒ◊π» ∏∂£» fi≈∏Ÿ∂£»
if animate if animate if animate

DAT ƒ◊πÕ ∏∂£Õ fi≈∏Ÿ∂£Õ ¥µ∏Ç
GEN ƒ◊π» ∏∂£» fi≈∏Ÿ∂£» ¥µ∏Ç
LOC ƒ◊π» ∏∂£» fi≈∏Ÿ∂£» ¥µ∏Ç

Note the feminine INST variant œƒŒÉ¿. ì∫¡ °both¢ has the following forms for mascu-
line and neuter: INST œ∫É…Õ…, ACC É∫¡, DAT œ∫É…Õ, GEN œ∫É…», LOC œ∫É…». The
feminine forms are the same, but the vowel e is substituted for ¡, giving É∫≈, œ∫Å…Õ…, etc.
When the numbers É∫¡/É∫≈, ƒ◊¡/ƒ◊≈, ∏∂…, and fi≈∏á∂≈ (also called the “paucal numerals”)
are used in the NOM or ACC cases, the adjectives and nouns they modify appear with a
variety of endings. Adjectives use an ending that looks like the GEN plural (the only ac-
ceptable ending when the noun is masculine or neuter) or the NOM/ACC plural (preferred
when the noun is feminine). Nouns use an ending that looks like the GEN singular, but
sometimes has a unique stress (for example, in the phrase ƒ◊¡ fi¡∑Ä ‘two hours’, fi¡∑Ä has no
equivalent anywhere in the paradigm for fi¡∑ ‘hour’; the GEN singular is fiÄ∑¡). This book
will follow the convention of treating the entire paucal numeral + adjective + noun phrase
as NOM when the numeral is NOM, and ACC when the numeral is ACC, thus:

ı Õ≈ŒÖ ∏∂… À∂¡∑Ç◊Ÿ» ∫∂Ä∏¡ … ƒ◊≈ À∂¡∑Ç◊Ÿ≈/À∂¡∑Ç◊Ÿ» ∑≈∑∏∂á.
[By me-GEN three handsome brothers-NOM and two beautiful sisters-NOM.]
I have three handsome brothers  and two beautiful sisters .

Ò ÷ƒ¡ÃÄ fi≈∏á∂≈ ƒÉÃ«…» fi¡∑Ä … fi≈∏á∂≈ ƒÉÃ«…≈/ƒÉÃ«…» Õ…ŒÑ∏Ÿ.
[I-NOM waited four long hours-ACC and four long minutes-ACC.]
I waited four long hours  and four long minutes .

Collective numerals have one form for the NOM and (inanimate) ACC, such as ƒ◊É≈ °two-
some¢, ∏∂É≈ °threesome¢, fiÅ∏◊≈∂œ °foursome¢, ¥Ö∏≈∂œ °fivesome¢, etc., and form all other
cases with adjectival endings, giving for example the INST forms: ƒ◊œÇÕ…, ∏∂œÇÕ…,
fi≈∏◊≈∂áÕ…, ¥µ∏≈∂áÕ…, etc. ÛÀÉÃÿÀœ °how many¢ behaves like the collectives (INST:
∑ÀÉÃÿÀ…Õ…). ÛÉ∂œÀ °forty¢, ƒ≈◊µŒÉ∑∏œ °ninety¢, ∑∏œ °hundred¢ all have the ending -¡ in the
INST, DAT, GEN, and LOC forms. For numerals from °two hundred¢ to °nine hundred¢,
however, ∑∏œ is declined like any hard type neuter noun, with the exception that °two hun-
dred¢ is ƒ◊Å∑∏…. Ùá∑µfi¡ °thousand¢, Õ…ÃÃ…ÉŒ °million¢, and Õ…ÃÃ…Ä∂ƒ °billion¢ are all
declined just like ordinary nouns.

Prepositions

Most prepositions that end in a consonant (∫≈⁄ ‘without’, …⁄ ‘from’, Œ¡ƒ ‘above’, œ∫
‘about, against’, œ∏ ‘from’, ¥Å∂≈ƒ ‘before’, ¥œƒ ‘under’) or consist only of a consonant (◊

Notes on
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‘to’, À ‘to’, ∑ ‘with, from, approximately’) will frequently add the vowel -œ (creating ∫≈⁄œ,
…⁄œ, Œ¡ƒœ, œ∫œ, œ∏œ, ¥Å∂≈ƒœ, ¥œƒœ, ◊œ, Àœ, ∑œ) preceding certain consonant clusters, in
particular:

ÕŒ- (primarily in forms of ÕŒÉ«œ/ÕŒÉ«…≈ ‘many’ and the pronoun µ ‘I’):  ◊œ ÕŒÉ«œÕ
‘in many ways’, Àœ ÕŒ≈ ‘to me’, ¥Å∂≈ƒœ ÕŒœ™ ‘before me’

◊∑- (primarily in forms of ◊≈∑ÿ ‘all’): …⁄œ ◊∑≈» ∑…Ã ‘with all one’s might’, Àœ ◊∑≈Õ
‘to everyone’.

The addition of -œ to prepositions is also common when the consonant cluster of the next
word begins with the same (or similar) consonant as the one at the end of the preposition: ◊œ
◊∏É∂Œ…À ‘on Tuesday’, ∑œ ∑∏œÃÄ ‘from the table’, ∑œ ⁄ÃÉ∑∏… ‘out of spite’, ∑œ ›ÄÕ… ‘with
cabbage soup’, ∑œ ∑fi£∏¡ ‘from the bill’. Less predictable is the insertion of -œ before words
with other consonant clusters, such as ◊œ ∂∏π ‘in one’s mouth’, Àœ ƒŒπ ‘to the bottom’, œ∫œ
fi∏œ ‘against what’, ¥œƒœ ÃÿƒœÕ ‘under the ice’.
The preposition œ ‘against, about’ always adds -∫ (becoming œ∫) before words beginning in
a vowel (¡, ‹, …, œ, π), and frequently adds the -∫ even before consonants when used with
the accusative case to indicate ‘against’, as in É∫ ∑∏≈ŒÀπ ‘against the wall’. Regardless of
the case used, œ∫ will further add -œ (becoming œ∫œ) before most declined forms (contain-
ing ÕŒ- and ◊∑-) of µ and ◊≈∑ÿ: œ∫œ ÕŒ≈ ‘about me’, œ∫œ ◊∑£Õ ‘about everything’.

Names

Russian first names and patronymics decline like nouns, but surnames follow a
variety of patterns, depending upon their stem shape. There are five types of surnames: 1)
Russian surnames ending in -ŸŒ, -…Œ, -œ◊, -£◊, or -≈◊; 2) Russian and foreign surnames
ending in a consonant; 3) Surnames ending in unstressed -a or-µ; 4) Russian surnames
with adjectival stems ending in -Ÿ™, -…™, or -É™; 5) Russian surnames ending in -Ÿ», -
…», -¡«œ, -µ«œ, -œ◊œ, Ukrainian surnames ending in -Àœ, -≈ŒÀœ, and all foreign surnames
ending in a vowel (other than -a).

1) Russian surnames ending in -ŸŒ, -…Œ, -œ◊, -£◊, or -≈◊ follow a mixed declension
containing both nominal and pronominal endings.

feminine singular masculine singular plural
NOM Ñ¤À…Œ¡ Ñ¤À…Œ Ñ¤À…ŒŸ
INST Ñ¤À…Œœ™ Ñ¤À…ŒŸÕ Ñ¤À…ŒŸÕ…
ACC Ñ¤À…Œπ Ñ¤À…Œ¡ Ñ¤À…ŒŸ»
DAT Ñ¤À…Œœ™ Ñ¤À…Œπ Ñ¤À…ŒŸÕ
GEN Ñ¤À…Œœ™ Ñ¤À…Œ¡ Ñ¤À…ŒŸ»
LOC Ñ¤À…Œœ™ Ñ¤À…Œ≈ Ñ¤À…ŒŸ»

2) Russian and foreign surnames ending in a consonant are declined like masculine nouns
when they refer to a male person, but are indeclinable when they refer to a female person.
Compare: Ò Ã¿∫Ãâ ‰ÇÀ¡ ÏÉŒ«¡ ‘I love Dick Long’ vs. Ò Ã¿∫Ãâ  ÛÄ∂π ÏœŒ« ‘I love
Sara Long’.

Notes on names.
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3) Surnames ending in unstressed -a or-µ are declined like feminine nouns regardless of
whether they refer to a man or woman: Ò Ã¿∫Ãâ ßπÃÄ∏¡/Ì¡∂Ç¿ ÔÀπƒ÷Ä◊π ‘I love
Bulat/Maria Okudzhava’.

4) Russian surnames with adjectival stems ending in -Ÿ™, -…™, or -É™ are declined like
adjectives and agree in gender and number with the person or persons that they refer to:
Ò Ã¿∫Ãâ ·Œƒ∂Åµ ßÅÃœ«œ/ÌÄ¿ Ã≈∑Å√Àπ¿ ‘I love Andrej Belyj/Maja Plesetskaja’.

5) Russian surnames ending in -Ÿ», -…», -¡«œ, -µ«œ, -œ◊œ, Ukrainian surnames ending in -
Àœ, -≈ŒÀœ, and all foreign surnames ending in a vowel (other than -a) are indeclinable
(although there is some tendency to decline the Ukrainian surnames ending in -Àœ, -≈ŒÀœ
like Russian surnames ending in unstressed -a, cf. 3 above): Ò Ã¿∫Ãâ ‰ÉÀ∏œ∂¡
ˆ…◊Ä«œ/˚≈◊fiÅŒÀœ (˚≈◊fiÅŒÀπ).
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