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APPENDIX

This Appendix is intended to serve as a general orientation tool for identifying the end-
ings associated with the six cases. The paradigms, along with the notes and exceptions,
should enable you to identify virtually all the case endings you are likely to encounter.
These paradigms will not, however, provide you with a comprehensive guide to other fea-
tures of Russian inflection, such as placement of stress and mobile vowels (some other
books that will give you this information are listed among our suggestions for Further Read-
ing; Levin 1978 is particularly recommended).

Russian Spelling Rules

In order to properly interpret the paradigms, you need to keep in mind the spelling rules
that apply to combining consonant and vowel letters and the spelling of [j] (which sounds
like the y in yes). Note that these are rules for spelling case endings; they are not a complete
guide to Russian spelling. Most Russian consonants can be hard or soft (and are therefore
called “paired”), but instead of having separate consonant letters to show this, Russian uses
vowel letters and the soft sign, b. Here is how it is done:

in order to spell a hard paired consonant:
a consonant letter: is combined with a hard vowel letter:

6,B,3,1,M, H I, D, C, T, ® a,d,bL 0,y

in order to spell a soft paired consonant:
a consonant letter: is combined with a soft vowel letter:

0,8,3,1, M, i, I, P, C, T, ® s, e, U, 8,10 0r b

As arule, if the last consonant in a word is hard, it will generally stay that way throughout
its paradigm, and if it is soft it will stay soft. The only major exception will be in the LOC
singular, which is -e and softens the final consonant for all hard type nouns (although a few
hard masculine nouns can have a LOC singular of -y, which of course does not soften).
Note also that € is just e when it is not stressed, and both these letters stand in for o in
position after a soft paired consonant.

Spelling rules are different for the consonants that are not paired. These consonants
come in four types, and here are the rules that apply:

the velars r, K, x:

a velar consonant letter: is combined with only the following vowel letters:

I, K, X 4,6, 1,0,y

the hushers x, 4, 11, 111:
a husher consonant letter:
X, 9, 01, 101

is combined with only the following vowel letters:
a9 e’ I/I’ y:

0 (if stressed)/e (if unstressed)

Spelling rules for
case endings.

The use of hard
and soft vowel
letters to spell
hard and soft
paired conso-
nants.

The use of hard
and soft vowel
letters with
unpaired
consonants.
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Spelling rules
for [j].

Spelling rules
for o, 6, and &.

The spelling of
endings on
words with

stems ending in

(il

The genders and
stem types of
nouns.

the consonant letter: is combined with only the following vowel letters:
I a, e, bl Yy,
0 (if stressed)/e (if unstressed)

[il (which sounds like y in yes) can be spelled in three ways:

1) when there is no vowel following it or at the end of a word it has its own letter: i

2) after a consonant, the soft sign: is combined with a soft vowel letter:
b i, e, U, €, I0

3) after a vowel you simply add a soft vowel letter:
d, e, U, &, 10

If an ending has an o after a hard paired consonant, this vowel will appear after a husher or
11 as 0 if it is stressed, or as e if it is not stressed. Compare these examples of INST singular
forms for nBop ‘courtyard’, Hox ‘knife’, and mécsi ‘month’.

o after hard paired consonant 0 if stressed after husher or 11 e if unstressed after husher or 11
IIBOPOM HOXXOM MéECSIEM

Understanding the spelling of [j] should make it easier for you to spell endings on words
that have stems ending in [j]. For example, the NOM singular and GEN singular endings
are the same for ‘courtyard’: NOM singular nBop, GEN singular nBopa as they are for
‘genius’: NOM singular réauit, GEN singular réuuns ([j] is the final consonant of réuun,
and it is still there even when the ending is added, so the ending is actually -a). There are
also noun stems that end in [j] after a consonant. Compare for example TroppMa ‘prison’ (a
hard type feminine) with cembs ‘family’ (a soft type feminine with [j] as its final conso-
nant):

NOM singular NOM plural GEN plural
TIOPbMA TIOPHMBI TIOpEM
CEMbs céMbH ceMén

Both nouns have the same stem structure, since both stems end in two consonants: the stem
of TroppMa ends in soft pp + M, and the stem of cembsi ends in soft Mb + [j]. And both nouns
have the same ending for the GEN plural: a zero ending (the removal of the vowel repre-
sented by a or s1), which also motivates an inserted e for both words. Cemssi spells 1 in the
GEN plural because [j] is at the end of the word.

Declension of Nouns

Nouns come in three genders: feminine, masculine, and neuter. For each gender we will
list the endings for both a stem ending in a hard paired consonant (“hard” type) and for a
stem ending in a soft paired consonant (“soft” type). Using the spelling rules above, you can
determine which ending (hard type or soft type) you will need for the unpaired consonants.
Although all of the information you really need is in the paradigms and the special notes
attached to them, there are a couple of global issues that are worth mentioning at the outset:
animacy and the formation of the GEN plural.
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All animate nouns (nouns referring to living beings of the animal kingdom, including
ourselves) substitute the GEN plural form for the ACC plural. Masculine animate nouns
make this substitution in the singular as well, using the GEN singular form for the ACC
singular. This is mentioned in the paradigms (except in the case of neuter nouns, where
animacy is rare), but here are some concrete examples for good measure. Note that for
inanimates the ACC forms are the same as the NOM forms, but for animates the ACC forms
are the same as the GEN forms:

feminine masculine neuter

inanimate  animate inanimate  animate inanimate animate

‘room’ ‘actress’ ‘courtyard’ ‘actor’ ‘cemetery’ ‘monster’
NOMsg KOMHATa aKTpHca IIBOD aKTEp KII4noulie YyTOBUILE
NOMpl KOMHATbhl  aKTPUCHI TIIBOPBI aKTEPBI KIIAnouina YyTOBUIIA
ACCpl KOMHAThl  aKTPHC TIIBOPBI aKTEPOB KJIAn0uina 9y OBHII]
GENpl KOMHAT aKTpHC IBOPOB aKTEPOB KJIATOUIIT, YyOBHII]

For masculine nouns, note also animacy in the singular:

NOMsg IBOD aKTEp
ACCsg ZIIBODP akTépa
GENsg IIBOpA aKkTépa

The GEN plural has three endings: zero (the removal of a final vowel), -oB/-eB (spelling
rules apply), and -er. With very few exceptions, the choice of GEN plural ending can be
decided by looking at the NOM singular form:

zero
If the NOM singular ends in a vowel, remove that vowel to get a zero ending. There are ex-
amples of this GEN plural ending for feminine and neuter nouns in the table directly above.
Be sure to use b or 1 to spell a soft paired consonant or [j] left at the end: NOM singular
nenens ‘week’ gives GEN plural Henéns; NOM singular daminus ‘last name’ gives GEN
plural dbaminuii.

-06/-e6
If the NOM singular ends in a hard paired consonant (6, B, 3, 11, M, H, 11, p, C, T, ), a velar (r,
K, X), II, or 1, spell -oB/-eB. This gives us not only the GEN plural 1Bop6B above, but also the
GEN plural mémues ‘Germans’ from NOM singular aHémen; and GEN plural cioés ‘layers’
from NOM singular cion.

-ell
If the NOM singular ends in a soft paired consonant (in other words 6, B, 3, 1, M, H, 11, p, C, T,
¢ + b) or a husher (3k, 4, 1, 1117), the ending is -ef1. For example: NOM singular aBToM0OOIIb
‘automobile’ has GEN plural aBromo6uieit and NOM singular Hox ‘knife’ has GEN plural
HOXKEMN.

The role of
animacy in the
declension of
nouns.

Rules for the
distribution of
the three genitive
plural endings:
Zero, -06/-es,
and -eil.
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Feminine Declension Nouns

hard type: ‘room’ soft type: ‘week’ -b: ‘talent’
singular plural singular plural singular plural
NOM koOMHaTta KOMHATBI  Heménsa HenEnn CIIOCOOHOCTDH CIIOCOOHOCTH
INST xkOMHaTOom KOMHAaTaMH Heméllen HENENAMHA CIIOCOOHOCTBIO  CIIOCOOHOCTSIMH
ACC  kOmHaTy KOMHATBI  HeHEITI0 Henénn CIIOCOOHOCTD CIIOCOOHOCTH
= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate
DAT KOMHATe KOMHaTaM Henélle HEIEIsAM CIIOCOOHOCTH CIIOCOOHOCTIM
-Us > -1
GEN kOMHaTBl KOMHAT HenEnn HEIEIb CIIOCOOHOCTH CIIOCOOHOCTER
LOC KOMHATe KOMHaTax Heméie HEIEIAX CIIOCOOHOCTH CIIOCOOHOCTSIX
-Us > -1

The INST singular of hard type and soft type nouns has a variant (archaic/poetic) end-
ing -oro/-e10. Soft type nouns ending in -us use -um in both the DAT singular and the LOC
singular, so uctopus ‘history’ has the form nctoépuu for both. It is not uncommon for soft
type feminine nouns ending in -Hs to harden their final consonant in the GEN plural form:
NOM singular nécusa ‘song’ has GEN plural nécen.

Not all feminine declension nouns are feminine. There are many nouns of both the hard
and soft type that refer to male human beings, such as némymka ‘grandfather’, nsins ‘uncle’,
and nicknames like Kocts from Koncrantis or I'pria from I'puroépuini. Although these
nouns and names decline as animate feminine declension nouns, any adjective that agrees
with them uses masculine endings, which gives us crapbm géaymka ‘old grandfather’.
There is also one masculine noun which follows the feminine type in -b, yTh ‘way’; it
asserts its masculinity only in the INST singular, which is myTém.

Exceptions:

1) Matp ‘mother’ and n6us ‘daughter’ follow the declension of ctoc66HOCTB, but add -ep-
before all endings: INST singular maTepsio/nouepnto, DAT/GEN/LOC singular and NOM
plural matepu/nduepn, etc. For the word ‘daughter’, the INST plural has two variants:
TOYepPSIMH/TOYePhMH.

2) JIémane ‘horse’ has the exceptional INST plural momagemi alongside the expected
JIOIIAJISIMH.

3) Some soft type nouns and some nouns with stem in husher + a have a GEN plural in -ei
instead of zero: Boxxka ‘rein’ has GEN plural Boxx>xén, Té€ta ‘aunt’ has GEN plural Téren,
and the same goes for msins ‘uncle’ with GEN plural gsimen.

Masculine Declension Nouns

hard type: ‘courtyard’ soft type: ‘nail’

singular plural singular plural
NOM 1Bop TIBOPBI T'BO3Ib I'BO3IHN
INST 1BopOM IBOpaAMH I'BO3TIEM T'BO3ISIMHA
ACC  gBop TIIBOPBI T'BO3Ib IBO3IMN

= GEN if = GEN if = GEN if = GEN if

animate animate animate animate
DAT IIBODY IBOpaM T'BO3IIO T'BO3ISIM
GEN  1Bopa TIIBOPOB I'BO3IST T'BO3IEN
LOC  nBopé IBOpax rBO31€ TBO3JISIX
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Some masculine declension nouns can also have the ending -y/-10 in the GEN singular
and/or LOC singular, for example 4aio ‘(some) tea’ and B cHery ‘in the snow’. This is dis-
cussed in the chapters on the genitive and locative cases. There are also many masculine
declension nouns that use the ending -a/-s1 for the NOM plural: NOM singular mom ‘house’
has NOM plural noma, and NOM singular yuritesns has NOM plural yuuresnsi. Inanimates
use this ending for the ACC plural as well, so we have ACC plural noma.

Exceptions:

1) Some words have a hard type declension in the singular, but a soft type declension through-
out the plural, adding a [j] (spelled b + soft vowel letter) to the stem. Compare the NOM
singular and plural forms in these examples:

NOM singular NOM plural
‘man’ MY3K MY3Kbs
‘chair’ CTya CTYJIbs
‘brother’ opar OpAaThs
‘son’ CBIH CHIHOBBSI
“riend’ IpyT TIPY3bS

There are a few nouns that can have both a hard and soft plural of this type, depending upon
their meaning: 3y6 ‘tooth’ usually has the NOM plural 3y651, but if it refers to the teeth on a
cogged wheel, its NOM plural is 3y0bs.

2) A rarer case of a hard type singular and a soft type plural is represented by ué€pt ‘devil’
and cocép ‘neighbor’, which have the NOM plural forms uéptu and cocénu and follow the
soft type declension throughout the plural.

3) Some nouns have a singular stem in -uH, but form their plural by removing -un. All of
these nouns refer to human beings, and most of them name members of a nationality. In the
plural they continue to follow the hard type declension, but they can have a variety of NOM
plural endings. By far the most common NOM plural ending is -e, but note variants also:

NOM singular NOM plural
‘Englishman’ AHTVINYAHUH aHTUIMYaHe
‘Bulgarian’ 0OJIrapuH 0O0Iraphl
‘master’ XO3STH X03sieBa

All of these nouns have a zero ending in the GEN-ACC plural: anrnuudn, 60arap, Xo3seB.

4) There are a number of nouns referring to the young of animals that have a singular stem
ending in -oHOK/-€HOK Which follows the masculine hard type declension, but a plural stem
ending -at/-at which follows the neuter hard type declension. For example, NOM singular
koTéHOK ‘kitten’ has the NOM plural kotsita, with an animate GEN-ACC plural of KoTAT.
Pe6€nox ‘child’ has two plurals: one is the expected NOM plural pe6sita which however
means ‘fellows’, whereas ‘children’ is expressed by the NOM plural nétu (which follows
the soft type declension and has the unusual INST plural geTbmi).

Notes on the
masculine
declension
endings.
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5) One very common noun has a completely different stem in the plural than in the singular:
yesioBeK ‘person’ (hard type masculine throughout the singular), with the NOM plural srogmn
‘people’ (soft stem masculine throughout the plural, but note that the GEN plural with nu-
merals is usually yesmoBeéx instead of mronén).

6) A few nouns have a zero ending in the GEN plural, which is therefore the same as the
NOM singular: congat ‘soldier’, canor ‘boot’, rina3s ‘eye’.

7) The GEN plural of rog ‘year’ is usually 1ét; rogos is possible only when referring to a
special set of years: moma neBsiHOCTBIX rogOB ‘fashion of the nineties’.

Neuter Declension Nouns

hard type: ‘body’ soft type: ‘schedule’

singular plural singular plural
NOM Tténo Tela pacmucanue pacIucaHusa
INST T1énom TeJIAMU pacnucaHveM  pacIHCAHUSIMU
ACC Téno TeJaMm pacmucanue pacIucaHusa
DAT Témy TeJaM pacCIIHCAHUIO pacIuCcAHUIM
GEN Téna Tea pacIucaHusa pacIucaHu
LOC réime Telrax pPacCIIMCAHIH PACIIMCAHUSX

The vast majority of soft type neuter nouns end in -ue; for those that do not, the LOC
singular ending is -e, so NOM singular and LOC singular look alike for mope ‘sea’.

Exceptions

1) A few common neuter nouns do not follow the usual rules for the GEN plural. Mépe ‘sea’
and niéze ‘field’ have GEN plural forms mopén and monén. Ilnaree ‘dress’ and 661ako
‘cloud’ have GEN plural forms miadTeeB and 001aKOB.

2) There are ten neuter nouns that end in -mst: 6péms ‘burden’, Bpémst ‘time’, BeIMs ‘udder’,
3Ham4 ‘banner’, Ms ‘name’, dms ‘flame’, nnéms ‘tribe’, céms ‘seed’, cTpéms ‘stirrup’,
TéMms ‘crown (of head)’. All of them decline like Bpéms#, with the additon of -ex to the stem,;
the only exceptions are the GEN plural forms for céms and ctpéms, which are cemsH and
CTpEeMSIH.

singular plural
NOM BpEMS BpeMeEHA
INST BpéMeEHEM BpeMEHAMH
ACC BpEMS BpeMeEHA
DAT BpEMEHH BpeEMEHAM
GEN BpEMEHH BpPEMEH
LOC BpéMEHH BpeMeHax

3) Uyno ‘miracle’ and Hé60 ‘heaven’ both add -ec to their stems throughout the plural,
giving NOM plural uyyneca and HeGeca. Téno can use the alternate plural Teneca in the
special meaning ‘heavenly bodies’.
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4) A few nouns have a soft stem ending in [j] in the plural; the most common is népeBo ‘tree’
(with the expected hard type neuter declension throughout the singular), which has NOM
plural nepésbs. All such nouns have the unexpected GEN plural -eB.

5) A few nouns, most referring to paired parts of the body, have an unexpected NOM plural
in -H:

NOM singular NOM plural
‘knee’ KOJIIEHO KOIIEHU
‘shoulder’ mie4yo €Y
‘ear’ yXo VI
‘apple’ SI0JIOKO SI0II0KH

There are also some borrowed nouns of all genders that do not decline at all, for ex-
ample conpano ‘soprano’ (feminine in reference to a singer, but neuter in reference to a nouns.
musical part), and keHrypy ‘kangaroo’ (masculine).

Indeclinable

Adjectives
Adjectives, like nouns, come in hard and soft types, and they match their gender, num-
ber, and case to the noun they modify.

hard type: ‘first’

feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM népsas HEPBBIA népBoe nEpPBBIE
-om if stressed

INST népson HEPBBIM HEPBBIM HEPBBIMHI

ACC  mnépayio HEPBBIA népBoe nEpPBBIE
= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate

DAT népBon épBomMy épBoMy HEPBBIM

GEN  népson népPBOro népPBOro HEPBBIX

LOC népson népBOM népBOM HEPBBIX

soft type: ‘last’

feminine masculine neuter plural

NOM nocinéoHas HOCIETHUAN nociénmnee nociénaue

INST nmocinéouen HOCIETHUM HOCIETHUM HOCIETHAMHA

ACC  mociénHion HOCIETHUAN nociénmnee nociénaue
= GEN if = GEN if
animate animate

DAT nociénHen nocinéaHeMy rnocinéaHeMy MOCIETHUM

GEN  mnocinégnen HOCIETHErO HOCIETHErO MOCIETHUX

LOC  mocuaémuen HOCIETHEM HOCIETHEM HOCIEIHAX

Both hard and soft type adjectives have variant (archaic/poetic) endings -oo/-eto for the Notes on
feminine INST singular. There are short adjectives, but these appear only in the nominative adjectival
case (NOMINATIVE: AN IDENTITY), for example g rotdBa, OH roTOB, MbI BCce TOTOBBI ‘I am endings.
ready, he is ready, we are all ready’. In addition, there are some soft type adjectives that
have short endings in the NOM and ACC; these are possessive adjectives like BOIUmMI
‘wolf’s’ and the ordinal numeral Tpétun ‘third’. These adjectives have the following NOM
and ACC endings (their endings for other cases contain b followed by the soft type endings
listed above, giving TpéThen, TPETHETO, €tc.):
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NOM
ACC

Pronouns

NOM
INST
ACC
DAT
GEN
LOC

NOM
INST
ACC
DAT
GEN
LOC

NOM
INST
ACC
DAT
GEN
LOC

NOM
INST
ACC

DAT
GEN
LOC

NOM
INST
ACC

DAT
GEN
LOC

feminine
TPETHA
TPETHIO

‘I’

MHOM
MEeHSI
MHe
MEeHSI
MHe

she
OHA
(H)ent
(H)eé
(H)en
(H)eé
HeHn

who
KTO
KeM
KOro
KOMY
KOro
KOM

feminine
HTa
ATON
ATy

HTOM
HTOM
HTOM

feminine
BCS
BCeH
BCIO

BCel
BCel
BCel

masculine
TPETUH
TPETUH
TPETHETO
if animate

we
MBI
HaAMH
Hac
HaM
Hac
Hac

(H)um
(1)ero
(H)emy
(1)ero
HEM

‘what’
91O
qeM
91O
qyeMy
qero
qéM

masculine
HTOT
HTHM
HTOT
HTOro

if animate
HTOMY
HTOro
HTOM

masculine
BECh
BCEM

BECh
BCero

if animate
BCEMY
BCero
BCEM

neuter
TpPEThE
TPEThE

‘you’ informal
TBI

TOGOM

TeOst

TeGé

TeOst

TeGé

G
OHO
(H)um
(H)ero
(H)emy
(H)ero
HEM

‘oneself’

co60n
cebst
ce6é
cebst
ce6é

‘this’

neuter
HTO
HTHM
HTO

HTOMY
HTOr0
HTOM

‘all, every’

neuter
BCE
BCEM
BCE

BCEMY
BCETO
BCEM

plural
TPETHH
TPETHH
TPETHUX
if animate

you’
BBI
BAMU
Bac
BaM
Bac
Bac

‘they’
OHH
(H)AaMu
(H)nx
(H)um
(H)nx
HHUX

plural
HTH
HTHMH
HTHU

HTHUX

if animate
HTHM
HTHUX
HTHUX

plural
BCE
BCEMHU
BCE

BCEX

if animate
BCEM
BCEX
BCEX
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Note the variant (archaic/poetic) INST forms MuO10, T06G10, (H)€é0, 00010, and femi-
nine 3to10, Bc€ro. Cam ‘by oneself’ looks exactly like 3tor except that it does not add -ot in
the masculine NOM singular. Tot ‘that’ looks just like 5ToT except that (like Becs) it uses Noes o
, . , pronouns.
the vowel e everywhere that 5ToT uses u (so the plural is Te, Tému, etc.).
Possessives
my’
feminine masculine neuter plural
NOM wmos MoH MOé MoH
INST wmoén MOUM MOUM MOVMH
ACC wmoi0 MoH MOé MoH
Moero MOMX
if animate if animate
DAT  moén Moemy MoeMmy MOAM
GEN  wmoén Moero Moero MOMX
LOC wmoén MOEM MOEM MOMX
our’
NOM Hama HaIII HAIIIe HAIIIA
INST Hamen HAIIIIM HAIIIIM HAIIIMMUA
ACC  namy HaI HAIITe HAIITH
HAIIIETO HAIIINX
if animate if animate
DAT  Hamen HATIIEMY HATIIEMY HAIITAM
GEN  Hamen HAIIIETO HAIIIETO HAIIINX
LOC  Hamen HAIIIEM HAIIIEM HAIIINX
TBou ‘your (informal)’, and cBo# ‘one’s own’ look just like mou. Barr ‘your’ looks just Notes on
like Ham. And of course e€ ‘her’, er6 ‘his’, and ux ‘their’ do not decline. Aside from the possessives.

NOM singular masculine form (which has the vowel e instead of u), uent ‘whose’ looks just
like TpéTui (for example, feminine forms are ubs, uben, Ublo, etc.). As with adjectives, the
feminine INST singular of possessives has a variant ending -efo.

Numerals

NOM
INST
ACC

DAT
GEN
LOC

feminine
OIHA
OIHOM
ONTHY

OIHOM
OIHOM
OIHOM

masculine
OINH
OIHAM
OINH
OIHOIO

if animate
OJTHOMY
OIHOIO
OIHOM

s

one

neuter
OIHO
OIHAM
OIHO

OJTHOMY
OIHOM
OIHOM

plural
OIHU
OIHAMHA
OIHU
OIHUX

if animate
OIHAM
OIHUX
OIHUX
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‘two’ ‘three’ ‘four’ “five’
NOM gBe (feminine) Tpu YeThIpe IISITh
nmBa (masc/neut)
INST  nByms Tpemsi YEeTBIPbMS IISITHIO
ACC 1Be/nBa TpH YeThIpe IITh
IBYX Tpex YEeTBHIPEX
if animate if animate if animate
DAT  nBym TpéM YETBIPEM AT
GEN  nmByx TpEx YeTBIPEX AT
LOC  nmByx TPEx YeTBhIPEX MSITH

Note the feminine INST variant ogaé10. O6a ‘both’ has the following forms for mascu-
line and neuter: INST 066muMu, ACC 66a, DAT 066um, GEN 066ux, LOC 066nx. The
feminine forms are the same, but the vowel e is substituted for a, giving 66e, 06éummn, etc.
When the numbers 66a/66e, nBa/nBe, Tpu, and ueTrIpe (also called the “paucal numerals™)
are used in the NOM or ACC cases, the adjectives and nouns they modify appear with a
variety of endings. Adjectives use an ending that looks like the GEN plural (the only ac-
ceptable ending when the noun is masculine or neuter) or the NOM/ACC plural (preferred
when the noun is feminine). Nouns use an ending that looks like the GEN singular, but
sometimes has a unique stress (for example, in the phrase gBa waca ‘two hours’, gaca has no
equivalent anywhere in the paradigm for gac ‘hour’; the GEN singular is gaca). This book
will follow the convention of treating the entire paucal numeral + adjective + noun phrase
as NOM when the numeral is NOM, and ACC when the numeral is ACC, thus:

Y MeHst mpu kpactigvlx Opdma i 06e Kpacligvle/Kpacueblx cecmpbl.
[By me-GEN three handsome brothers-NOM and two beautiful sisters-NOM.]
I have three handsome brothers and two beautiful sisters .

Sl xxpana uemoipe 0oa2ux wacd 1 uemolpe 00.12ue/0042UX MUHYIIBL.
[I-NOM waited four long hours-ACC and four long minutes-ACC.]
I waited four long hours and four long minutes .

Collective numerals have one form for the NOM and (inanimate) ACC, such as nBoe ‘two-
some’, Tpoe ‘threesome’, uéTBepo ‘foursome’, msarepo ‘fivesome’, etc., and form all other
cases with adjectival endings, giving for example the INST forms: gBoumu, Tpoymu,
yeTBephIMH, IATepbIMH, etc. CkObKo ‘how many’ behaves like the collectives (INST:
ckOopkumMm). Copox ‘forty’, meBsiHOCTO ‘ninety’, cto ‘hundred’ all have the ending -a in the
INST, DAT, GEN, and LOC forms. For numerals from ‘two hundred’ to ‘nine hundred’,
however, cro is declined like any hard type neuter noun, with the exception that ‘two hun-
dred’ is mBécTu. Tricgua ‘thousand’, Munamon ‘million’, and Mmuimnapn ‘billion’ are all
declined just like ordinary nouns.

Prepositions

Most prepositions that end in a consonant (6e3 ‘without’, u3 ‘from’, Haxg ‘above’, 06
‘about, against’, oT ‘from’, népen ‘before’, mon ‘under’) or consist only of a consonant (B
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‘to’, K ‘to’, ¢ ‘with, from, approximately’) will frequently add the vowel -o (creating 6e30,
130, Hazo, 060, 0TO, Iépeo, IOMI0, BO, KO, co) preceding certain consonant clusters, in
particular:
MH- (primarily in forms of MEOro/MHOrHE ‘many’ and the pronoun 4 ‘I’): Bo MEOTOM
‘in many ways’, Ko MHe ‘to me’, népeno MHOu ‘before me’
Bc- (primarily in forms of Becs ‘all’): m30 Bcex cuir ‘with all one’s might’, Ko Bcem
‘to everyone’.
The addition of -0 to prepositions is also common when the consonant cluster of the next
word begins with the same (or similar) consonant as the one at the end of the preposition: Bo
BTOpHUK ‘on Tuesday’, co crona ‘from the table’, co 3md6ctu ‘out of spite’, co mamu ‘with
cabbage soup’, co cuéra ‘from the bill’. Less predictable is the insertion of -0 before words
with other consonant clusters, such as Bo pty ‘in one’s mouth’, Ko gHy ‘to the bottom’, 060
4yTO ‘against what’, momo apgoM ‘under the ice’.
The preposition o ‘against, about’ always adds -6 (becoming 06) before words beginning in
a vowel (a, 3, 1, 0, y), and frequently adds the -6 even before consonants when used with
the accusative case to indicate ‘against’, as in 60 cTeHKy ‘against the wall’. Regardless of
the case used, 06 will further add -o (becoming 060) before most declined forms (contain-
ing MH- and Bc-) of 51 and Bech: 060 MHe ‘about me’, 060 BcéM ‘about everything’.

Names

Russian first names and patronymics decline like nouns, but surnames follow a
variety of patterns, depending upon their stem shape. There are five types of surnames: 1)
Russian surnames ending in -bIH, -1H, -0B, -€B, Or -€B; 2) Russian and foreign surnames
ending in a consonant; 3) Surnames ending in unstressed -a or-s1; 4) Russian surnames
with adjectival stems ending in -b11, -ul, or -011; 5) Russian surnames ending in -bIX, -
UX, -aro, -4ro, -oBo, Ukrainian surnames ending in -Ko, -eHKO, and all foreign surnames
ending in a vowel (other than -a).

1) Russian surnames ending in -bIH, -UH, -0B, -€B, or -eB follow a mixed declension
containing both nominal and pronominal endings.

feminine singular masculine singular  plural

NOM IIymkuHa IIymkun IIymIKuHBI
INST IIymkuHOM IIymKuHBIM [IymkuHBIMEI
ACC [Iymkuny IIymikuHa IIyIIKuHBIX
DAT IIymkuHOM [Iymkuny IIymKuHBIM
GEN IIymkuHOM IIymikuHa IIyIIKuHBIX
LOC IIymkuHOM IIymikune IIyImIKuHBIX

2) Russian and foreign surnames ending in a consonant are declined like masculine nouns
when they refer to a male person, but are indeclinable when they refer to a female person.
Compare: A mro6uro [vika JIoura ‘I love Dick Long’ vs. S mo6mto Capy Jlosr I love
Sara Long’.

Notes on names.
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3) Surnames ending in unstressed -a or-4 are declined like feminine nouns regardless of
whether they refer to a man or woman: I nmro6m10 Bynara/Maprro Oxynxasy ‘I love
Bulat/Maria Okudzhava’.

4) Russian surnames with adjectival stems ending in -b111, -ui1, or -01 are declined like
adjectives and agree in gender and number with the person or persons that they refer to:
A mo6ato Aanpés bénoro/Maro ITnecéuxkyio ‘I love Andrej Belyj/Maja Plesetskaja’.

5) Russian surnames ending in -bIX, -UX, -aro, -4ro, -oBo, Ukrainian surnames ending in -
KO, -eHKO, and all foreign surnames ending in a vowel (other than -a) are indeclinable
(although there is some tendency to decline the Ukrainian surnames ending in -Ko, -€HKO
like Russian surnames ending in unstressed -a, cf. 3 above): S mro6mo0 [I6xTOpa
2Kugsaro/lllesuénko (IlleBuéHKy).
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